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Get Ready!
June means that we are only about 10 weeks away from the first varsity game of the season.  Can you believe it?  You can’t get started too early.. Go to the HUDL website and review your games from 2017. Do you need to lose a few pounds?  Start now! By all means, take a look at the rules books before we’re on top of the season.  Register and attend Missouri High School Football Officials at Battle High School in Columbia, MO on July 30.  Contact us at: 417-881-6171, 314-749-7035 or by email at missourifootballclinic@gmail.com register. 

Fee - $35.00 or $45.00 at the door.
Association News
[image: image3.png]


We had 10 officials joining or returning to our association in 2018:  Brian Gunners, Caruthersville, Gabriel Jackson, Dexter, Joshua Lewis Wappaello, Anthony Musgrave, Perryville, Scott Ragland, Bonne Terre, Nathan Rodgers, Sikeston, Luke Skaggs, Festus, Tobias Winston, Fredericktown, and Zack Ventura, Jackson, Joshua Wisman, Cape. A big Welcome to these guys and hopefully their first season was a good one!  Let’s go with the 2017 season, and beyond. 

2018 Varsity assignments are now posted on the website. Sub varsity assignments will be made by your District Director as soon as all games are confirmed with schools, probably early August.  Again, we struggled with assignments this year.  But finally George Bays did a great job again this year. So far three officials have indicated they will register with the MSHSAA for the 2017 season. 
    Check now and mark dates that are scheduled between mid-July to late into August.  We have a busy pre-season planned. All dates have been posted to our web site www.semofoa.org  The format for mini clinic will again be a condensed session with emphasis on getting your season off to positive and productive officiating start.  . The meetings will lead by an official MSHSAA Rules Interpreter, George Bays and SEMOFOA Training Instructor Greg Laurentius. Meetings will be held in Dexter – 7/31, Cape-8/3, and Ste. Genevieve-8/8. Dialog on rules interpretation and rules changes will be minimal. Due to time constraints. It will preceded by the two hour mini football clinic to get you jump started with material derived from various sources. It will qualify you for your required rules and concussion video that is also on line. It should be interesting and informative. Refreshments provided!
The NF Simplified & Illustrated rules book are provided to only new, first year officials.  These books change very little from year to year, but are a good learning tool for new officials.  If you would like to order one please contact John Muench
Remember, check out the information page at www.semofoa.org for all meeting and training dates.   

Ron Whittier Memorial Scholarship
Ron Whittier was an individual who had a great love for officiating. He officiated football and basketball for many years and had a passion for officiating and the game of football. Ron passed away in 2014 after a long illness. 


Ron wanted to give back to the avocation of officiating and made provisions in his trust to provided funds to support a scholarship to aid in the education of new officials interested in officiating football.  

The scholarship is available to eligible officials that are members in good standing with SEMOFOA and have 5 years or less experience officiating football. 

The scholarship will fund the provide for payment of registration fees for attending the Missouri High School Football Officials Clinic held annually in Columbia, Missouri:
The deadline for applying is July 1 each year.  Winner(s) will be announced by July 15th
To apply, eligible members should contact John Muench 573 334 2256 or Shelton Sago 573 760 3733.
Tyson Tibbs and Lance Amick were the recipients in 2018
MSHSAA News
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is to be completed online at www.mshsaa.org  The registration period is May 1 to June 30. A $20 late fee will be assessed if not registered by the 7/15 deadline.  
Officials are given two options for required Rules Interpretation meetings in sports:  A) Online Rules meetings via the MSHSAA website or B) Face to Face meetings are arranged by the Local MSHSAA Certified Association and conducted by a MSHSAA Rules interpreter.  Again, the dates for SEMOFOA face to face meetings are August 7th at Dexter High School, August 8th at River Eagle Distributing in Cape Girardeau, and August 9th at Ste. Genevieve High School. 
www.mshsaa.org)  

   The MSHSAA Officials Handbook can be also accessed on the MSHSAA website.  
Mechanics clinics required by the MSHSAA will be held at Jackson on 8/1, Farmington on 8/13, and Sikeston on 8/17. All start at 5:00 PM.  Officials must attend three of their first five years of officiating.  See www.mshsaa.org  
MSHSAA Contact Information:

Phone 573 875 4880
Fax 573 875 1450 

Email   email@mshsaa.org
Greg Laurentius MSHSAA Mechanics Instructor
573 579 0390   glaurentius@yahoo.com 

George Bays-MSHSAA Rules Interpreter
573 683 0270   gmbays@charter.net
John Muench MSHSAA Football Observer

573 334 2256  Cell 573 450 4836  

johnmuench@charter.net
Teamwork Penalty Enforcement
By Referee Magazine – September 2015 Issue
To ensure proper penalty enforcement the head lineman is to move to the succeeding spot before the penalty is enforced.


As the referee is signaling the umpire should still calculate where the ball should be placed and take it to that spot, but if the penalty is enforced correctly, that spot will be where the head linesman has already placed himself.


In order to use the mechanic properly, the head linesman must obtain the information from the referee and umpire.  The head linesman can then report the foul to the head coach on his side of the field before moving the succeeding spot.  In the pregame meeting with the chain crew, the head linesman must emphasize that the chains should not be moved until the head linesman signals them to do so.  That prevents a premature of incorrect movement of the box and chains.  The line judge should stand at the enforcement spot until the ball is marked ready for play.  If there is disagreement or confusion regarding the spot of enforcement, the line judge’s positon serves as backup. 
Reporting: The other half of  Calling Fouls.
By Judson Howard
You observe an apparent infraction of the rules. After a brief cerebral process, you throw your flag.  If it is a live-ball foul, you have to follow the play to completion.  The foul-reporting process starts at the end of the play.  Certainly the old adage, “See what you call, call what you see,” applies.  Bur as important is your ability to put what you saw into words.


Descriptions are necessary when a coach asks what his player did to deserve a flag.  Not only does a poor explanation damage your credibility, it doesn’t help the coach correct the player.


Mechanics call for specific officials to report fouls to a coach.  If you did not call the foul but it’s your job to communicate with the coach, you must get the details the calling officials to compile that data.

If required to write a postgame report, your thorough foul entries help cement you judgments, especially if your superiors see your game on video.  Your descriptions must match what is on film.


Not all infractions need a detailed explanation.  Other than which team and player number everyone can usually see such procedural fouls as false start, encroachment or off sides, illegal shift, or illegal formation. The same for several contact fouls such as clipping, roughing, illegal horse-collar tackle and grabbing the facemask.


Some personal fouls and all unsportsmanlike conduct fouls need particulars, sufficient to say, “Personal foul on number 67,” or, Unsportsmanlike conduct by Number 88,”


Specificity is an important piece of the puzzle. As, “After the ball was dead, number 61 of the defense jumped on the pile.”  “Late hit out of bounds by number 54, defense.”  “Number 27 taunted an opponent after scoring a touchdown.”

There may be times when you need to explain why you did not throw a flag.  The results in a dialogue with the coach and it may need to be included in your written comments in a game report.  Here are examples.  “Coach, there was no motion foul.  He was moving parallel to the line and did not cut up field until the ball was snapped.”  “We did not call pass interference because the pass was tipped.”

That lets the coach know you saw the act but didn’t judge that rose to the level of a foul.


Give the fouling player’s number only if you actually saw that player commit a foul.  Coaches will protest that if you can’t see the number, you didn’t see the foul.  But when several players are packed tightly into a group, it isn’t always possible to discern the number.  Admitting you have a number is preferred over making one up. Do not  make the mistake of giving a number of a player who is on the bench or one that doesn’t exist.


Good sideline communication goes a long way to create a positive relationship between the coaches and officials.  That also applies to game information other than foul facts.


Good verbal and written foul reporting is an acquired skill.  It takes time to master.  You must train yourself to retain as much data about your fouls as possible and then be able to state the information and in writing. Related to that is knowledge of the rules.  Also try to use football transcribe validates you decisions in a football game.

Play  Situations: Test Yourself
Play 1:  Second and 20 from team A’s 20 yard line.  B1 is attempting to tackle the passer when he (a) hits the passer with his helmet, (b) grasps and twists the passer’s facemask. Or (c) commits an Illegal horse collar tackle.  In all cases, the pass is incomplete.  Ruling: In (a), (b) and (c), B1 has roughed the passer.  The 15-yard penalty is enforced from the previous spot. Because the penalty includes an automatic first down, that yields first and 10 from team A’s 35 yard line. 

Play 2:
New language has been added to eliminate the possibility of an unwarranted safety.  The accidental touching of a loose ball by a player who was blocked into the ball is ignored and does not constitute a new force.

First and 10 on team A’s 12 yard line. A1’s fumble is rolling slowly on team A’s four yard line. During the attempt to recover the ball, A2 pushes B3 into the ball. That causes the ball to roll across team B’s goal line, where it is covered by A3, who is downed there. Ruling:  Safety; team B scores two points.  The force that put the ball into team A’s end zone was A’1’s fumble, not the forced touching by B3.
Multiple Choice

1. 1. First and goal at team B’ eight yard line. A1’s legal forward pass is controlled by airborne a2, who is one yard beyond team B’s goal line.  Before A2 can land, he is hit by B3 and first comes to the ground at team B’s one yard line.


A. Touchdown for team A  

B.  Team A’s ball on team B’s four yard line

C. Team a’s ball on team B’s one yard line.

2. R1 catches a free kick at his own four yard line.  He begins his return to the opposite side of the field, the runs back into his own end zone to avoid traffic. He is tackled in the end zone by K2 who pulls him down by the facemask.


A. The penalty is enforced from team A’s goal line.


B. The penalty is enforced from team R’s 20 yard line.


C.  The penalty is enforced from the previous spot.

3.  Fourth and three for team A from its own 27 yard line.  A1 throws a backward pass intended for A2. The ball bounces off A2’s chest, but is recovered by A3, who advances and is downed at team A’s 33 yard line. 

A. Legal play.  First and 10 for team A from its own 33 yard line.


B. The ball should be declared dead when A3 recovers. Team B begins a new series at the spot of A3’s recovery. 

4.  A1 taunts B2, which lead to B2 punching A1.  Who is guilty?


A. Both players


B. Only A1


C. Only A 2


D. Neither player    

Answers
1. A.  2-15-2

2. A.  1-5-8

3.  A.  7-4-2

4.  C.  (2-11, 9-4-1, 9-5-1a)

Reminder
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Missouri High School Football Clinic July 29
Columbia-Battle High School
You can Register and pay online by going to http://www.getofficial.com/mofbclinic
Make Plans to Attend. 
